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The aim of this study was to find the analogies and differences between individual and team sports with respect to rationalising the result, (i.e. maximising the success-borne gains and minimising the failure-borne losses) and, moreover, to find out whether and to what degree the rationalising approaches are associated with the task-social cohesion of a team. Subjects of the study were 51 male ball-game players (basketball, handball and volleyball - 1st League) and 44 male elite athletes engaged in individual sports (judo, badminton, tennis), all aged 18-29 years. Team cohesion was determined with the use of Carron's Group Environment Questionnaire. The Experimental Internal/External Scale was applied to measure causal attribution of the sports performance. These 2 groups (individual athletes and ball game players) did not differ regarding attribution patterns for success but significantly differed in attributing failures. Namely, members of the least cohesive team tended significantly strongly to minimise the role of effort in a situation of failure - at the cost of incidental, uncontrollable factors - than either individual sports athletes or members of the most cohesive team. No differences were found between the most cohesive team and group of individual sports athletes as regards the attributive augmenting of success-borne gains or failure-borne losses.
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